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CABINET REPORT

To:  Chair, Ladies and Gentlemen

School Reorganisation 

1.0 SUMMARY OF THE REPORT

1.1 At a meeting on 24th January 2018, Cabinet approved the proposal to commence 
formal consultation on the potential amalgamation of Gurnos Nursery and Goetre 
Primary schools and extend the age ranges of Goetre Primary school.  A merger of 
the schools would better facilitate whole school organisation and promote further 
continuity, transition and progression in curricular planning and pupils’ learning 
experiences.  

1.2 Consultation was undertaken during the period 5th February – 11th May 2018.

2.0 RECOMMENDATIONS that

2.1 The information contained within the attached Consultation Report, which includes 
details of correspondence received during the consultation exercise and notes of 
various meetings held, are noted (Appendix1).

2.2 The proposals to:
 

 extend the age range of Goetre Primary School from 4-11 years to 3-11 years; 
and

 discontinue Gurnos Nursery School with effect from 1st September 2018

are progressed by issuing an appropriate Statutory Notice, which is in accordance 
with the process outlined in Welsh Government legislative guidance (School 
Organisation Code 006/2013).
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3.0 INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND

3.1 At a meeting on 24th January 2018, Cabinet approved the proposal to commence 
formal consultation on the potential amalgamation of Gurnos Nursery and Goetre 
Primary schools and extend the age ranges of Goetre Primary school.  

3.2 The consultation forms part of the Authority’s strategy for rationalising educational 
provision throughout the County Borough to ensure quality provision for pupils, 
obtain value for money in the effective use of resources and meet statutory 
requirements for the supply of school places.  Consultation was undertaken during 
the period 5th February – 11th May 2018.  The proposal was published on the Merthyr 
Tydfil County Borough Council website and the Cwm Taf Hub.

3.3 The consultation process in respect of this proposal has been undertaken under the 
arrangements outlined in the Welsh Government’s School Organisation Code, 
006/2013.  These arrangements stipulate that a Consultation Report must be 
prepared prior to the publication of any statutory notices which will progress the 
proposal.  It further states that this report must be published within 13 weeks of the 
end of the consultation period, which is 10th August 2018.

3.4 The Consultation Report prepared in respect of this particular proposal is attached as 
Appendix 1 for your information.  It contains details of the meetings held to discuss 
the proposal, with copies of the notes taken at these meetings.  It also contains 
details of correspondence received together with the responses given to the points 
raised in this correspondence.

3.5 It must be noted that there has been limited response to this particular consultation;  
although only seven completed questionnaires were received approximately 60 
persons attended the meetings held at the school to provide further information to 
parents, governors, staff and pupils.

3.6 Matters raised during the consultation related mainly to seeking clarification on 
particular issues such as:-

 Will the Nursery school site be kept open – it is the intention to continue to use 
the site for the foreseeable future.

 Will the Nursery uniform change – following discussion with the primary head 
teacher it was agreed that nursery children could keep their current uniform until 
they outgrow it and then purchase the Goetre primary school uniform.

 Will the Nursery provision be full or part time – this is a decision for the Governing 
Body.

4.0 THE STATUTORY PROCESS

4.1 The Statutory Notice for this proposal will refer to the:
 amalgamation of Gurnos Nursery and Goetre Primary Schools by extending the 

age range of Goetre Primary School from 4-11 years to 3-11 years and the 
discontinuation of Gurnos Nursery School.



4.2 The Statutory Notice will, if agreed, be published on 21st May 2018 and will allow for 
a 28-day period for objections, ending on 18th June 2018.  If any objections are 
received, in accordance with the aforementioned Code, an Objections Report will be 
prepared.  This matter will then be reported to a Cabinet meeting on 20th June 2018 
for consideration by Members and a final decision on the proposal.

5.0 FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

5.1 This proposal has no capital investment implications.

5.2 The amalgamation of the two schools would result in funding being allocated to the 
primary school on the same basis as for other primary schools with a nursery.

The delegated funding for the newly amalgamated primary school would be 
approximately £70,000 less than the funding currently provided for the separate 
nursery and primary schools.  If the schools remain on their current sites, there 
would be a £49,000 split site allowance included in the budget of the new primary 
school, which needs to be taken from the £70,000.  As the proposal is to 
amalgamate from September 2018 the savings for the financial year 2018/19 would 
be £13,000.

6.0 EQUALITY IMPACT ASSESSMENT

6.1 An Equality Impact Assessment (EqIA) form has been prepared for the purpose of 
this report.  It has been found that a full assessment is not required at this time.  The 
form can be accessed on the Council’s website/intranet via the ‘Equality Impact 
Assessment’ link.  

SUE WALKER
CHIEF OFFICER (LEARNING)

COUNCILLOR LISA MYTTON
CABINET MEMBER FOR LEARNING
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